Shakespeare gets his own back….

Yes indeed, Shakespeare was a brilliant writer….of that there is no doubt….but he wasn’t above getting into trouble either, if the tales told at Charlecote Park in Warwickshire are to be believed. Charlecote Park has been the home of the Lucy family since at least the Thirteenth Century and, according to legend, about 1583 the young William Shakespeare was caught poaching deer from the park. Years later, he is said to have taken his revenge by portraying Sir Thomas Lucy as the fussy Justice Shallow in ‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’. The Shakespeare connection survives to this day, as the father and grandfather of Dame Judi Dench, the finest Shakespearean actress of our day, both worked on the staff at Charlecote.
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Most visitors to Charlecote receive a warmer welcome than did young Shakespeare; as did Queen Elizabeth I in 1572 when Sir Thomas Lucy went to vast expense to entertain her at Charlecote….and her portrait bust occupies pride of place on the mantelpiece of the Great Hall. 

Staying at the Charlecote Pheasant Hotel just across the road from Charlecote Park is our modern equivalent, or perhaps at the Corus or Hilton Hotels at Warwick…but without the portraits, of course. Nearby the area abounds with many places to visit and Inns of character.
