Public (IN)convenience?

Marple is a pretty and rather prosperous town on the edge of both Stockport and the Peak District. It has many scenic attractions from canals to public buildings to a good shopping area – but what it doesn’t have on a Sunday morning are proper toilet facilities for the visitor.

There are public toilets…of course there are… and the large signpost on the main road through the town proclaims their location near the police station and the public library…but are they open when they are needed?
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Marple prepares for
winter in almost every
way....but no-one must
ever need to visit the loo
early morning...perhaps
they just don’t do that
sort of thing there....

The public toilets in the
park are well signposted
from the main road so
all in need may find
them....

But at 10:15on a HE T
Sunday morning
wouldn’t it be nice if
someone unlocked the
darn things?? Even a
key to the Toilets for the
Disabled is useless
here!





In our case they were clearly unavailable, so what to do next? We could have called in to the nearby Police Station and asked them if we could spend a copper there…but perhaps they might have

misunderstood….and nearby supermarkets were not yet open for any kind of business.

 It was just as well then, that the attendant at Yeates’ garage nearby took pity on us and opened up their toilets for our increasingly desperate use. 

All praise to that operative… and a question for the local council…why bother signposting a service which is unavailable at a reasonable time of day? What facilities will you provide in the future for those who visit your busy town…and what of the disabled, who seem to be not catered for at all? The public travels on a Sunday too, you know…..

