Aumbry, Church Lane, Prestwich, Manchester.
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Recommended.       http://www.aumbryrestaurant.co.uk/
In an unpretentious suburb of Manchester sits an ordinary-looking restaurant, its small size belying the quality which is on offer inside. When our reviewer visited they were unsure of what they would find….and the journey of exploration was interesting but not unrewarding. We recount it below.
Quality ingredients, often locally sourced and cooked in a simple style is what the restaurant aims to provide, so it is no surprise that the lunch menu is limited but can be extended at extra cost.  As it turned out most of the portions were also of limited size, echoing the ‘nouvelle cuisine’ of times gone by, but tasty for all that.

The starter was a Black Pudding "scotch" egg and to follow there was Venison from Lyme Park, presented on a large plate which seemed to accentuate the limited portion size. A dessert of strawberries which had been thinly sliced and presented in a straight line down the centre of the plate with some on either side. This was followed by coffee and biscuits which were served at the table.
It was evident throughout that very good produce had been used and that they had been very well cooked – but it’s not a restaurant for those with a hearty appetite.
Taken all in all, we felt that the price was high and the quantities small, so we did wonder about the value that was on offer, even if the food was very tasty.

This, then, is a matter of style over substance…and our reviewer clearly expected more substance if with a little less style…perhaps a view which may be prevalent in suburban Manchester. There can be no doubt about the quality of the food and the artistry of the staff, but we would urge you to be aware of the type of restaurant this is…and not expect a different kind of dining experience.
