Will there be anything else?

Within this guide there are many restaurants, many of them in country areas – not surprising since town restaurant guides are many and we wish to travel further afield.

One of these restaurants, or at least the building, now well known for its food, once seems to have had a chequered past. Not long after we began this enterprise a group of us were trying to think where we should feature next on our list.

‘Try here,’ one of our number said, ‘its very good now and under new ownership, but some time ago it was a high class brothel.’

That stopped the conversation dead in its tracks for a moment as it raised questions we couldn’t ask, let alone answer. How did they know it had been a brothel? How did they know what sort? How did they know it had changed? Was this personal knowledge or just a story they had heard?
Of course we didn’t ask and still don’t know but - by coincidence of course - several of the group arranged restaurant visits shortly afterwards to the stated venue. The reviews were uniformly good and the comments on the cuisine positive and insightful, with everything as it should be. No hint of anything unusual.
I often wonder if that mischievous person had simply made it all up in order to watch the reaction of their fellows – it was just the sort of thing they would do – but it was a plausible tale, casually thrown in at just the right moment for maximum effect. 

They say a reputation helps, but…..

However, we’ll never know the real story….unless of course you know better….. 
