Why is it that you never have a camera when you need one?

I think there must be a sort of law that says that life is often contrary….and your name doesn’t even have to be Mary Mary for it to apply. Recently we spent a little time driving through glorious countryside in sunny weather (yes, we do sometimes get some) and enjoying the views of the Ribble Valley, an affluent area in Lancashire.

Whilst driving along near to the lovely village of Bolton-by-Bowland through magnificent farmland, we came upon the farmer. He was doing what is now called ‘Muck-spreading’; that is using a trailer attached to his modern tractor to spread fertiliser on the fields. What was different here, however, was that he was on the only road in this area and using his trailer like a giant water-pistol, spraying from the road over the fence and into his field. Needless to say, by the time we had stopped, found the camera and returned he had stopped the exercise and was returning calmly to his farm. 

This brought to mind the tale of the farmer who was peeved at the local council – he employed the same tactics (and the same materials) to the local Town Hall. He had to pay a fine and to have it all cleaned, of course, but he thought it worthwhile because the council would then know exactly what he thought of them !

Next, as we drove through the pretty village and out towards Gisburn along a quiet wooded road, the next missed opportunity arose. This time it was the sudden appearance of a large Deer, running quickly from the woods and down the road, before disappearing in a flash back into the greens and browns of the landscape. Something that big should be easy to see, but the camouflage was perfect and would have been the envy of soldiers the world over – one moment there, the next just plain invisible.

Again, no possible chance of even reaching for a camera, so we settled back into our normal driving routine, convinced that had Aliens landed their flying saucer within a few feet of us we wouldn’t have been able to photograph that either….

As we said at the start, we expect there’s some sort of natural law involved…….
