When is a Castle not a Castle?

Answer? When it’s Stokesay Castle, in the Welsh Marches of Shropshire, near to Craven Arms and Church Stretton.

Why? Because it is really a fortified manor house, a remarkable relic which has remained almost unaltered since the thirteenth century.

It is said that the castle (called thus only since the sixteenth century) was never damaged in the Civil War or in skirmishes because everyone who saw it fell in love with its appearance and could do no harm.
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Certainly it is somewhere you should not miss when seeking ancient buildings in this area and the history of the Say family and subsequent owners is fascinating, as is an examination of the nearby church. A combination of impressive fortification and comfortable residence, it is without compare. The village, however, has long disappeared, leaving the manor and the church isolated from nearby Church Stretton, a lovely little market town of character

Church Stretton itself is well worth exploration for its shops and walks; and up on the hill is the impressive-looking Longmynd Hotel, with a high quality restaurant and excellent scenic views.

