What a lovely place…..Pembridge, Herefordshire

One of the things we like about the travelling we do is that sometimes serendipity rules OK and we get to visit some very good places….and so it was just the other day.

Travelling from Hereford to Leominster and thence to Llandrindod Wells along the A44 we returned to somewhere we had sought but been unable to find - mainly because we’d been looking in the wrong place.
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Just some of the fascinating buildings to be
found in the ‘Black and White’ village of
Pembridge, waiting quietly on the A44 near
Leominster.

The Market Hall,
ancient of days,
now being slowly
and carefully
restored





One of Britain’s finest mediaeval boroughs and a village with about 1000 inhabitants, Pembridge was known locally before the Domesday Book and was prosperous for many years. This may be attested to by the number and range of fine buildings which still exist and by the two Almshouses and Market Hall within the village.

One thing which has not changed throughout all of this time is the character of the village and the friendliness of the local people, inured as they now must be to the large annual influx of visitors eager to se the sights and walk the streets.
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The Almshouse
built by Brion
Duppa, Bishop of
Winchester in 1661,
one of two in the
village.





A quiet place which is respected and well cared for, the village still seems to run at the steady pace of a calm summer’s day…and one may still purchase home made bread (using locally produced flour) and cakes from the small bakery, or eat and drink at the local inn or restaurant – places well worth a visit in their own right at any period of history.
It has sometimes been said (and indeed thought by very many people) that the old ways of life and the old villages have disappeared for ever – but we say ‘Not so’. 

[image: image3.jpg]The New Inn.......well,
new since the 14 C
anyway....still doing a
steady trade.

The bell-tower of
ancient St Mary’s
church...steeped in
history and the centre
of the village stiil.

Take away the
tarmac and street
lighting - the original
street would once
again be timeless.




Don’t get the wrong impression, Pembridge is no stagnant backwater trying to relive an ancient past of some importance…nor are modern developments and housing unwelcome.

 Think rather that here as in few other areas of England a sensible balance has been reached between change and heritage…and that here there has been progress rather change for the sake of change.

Here the past is honoured and the village heritage enhanced rather than being swept away by less well thought out schemes. The people matter in any community and here they value what they have and allow visitors to share a tranquil scene.

Do take the time to visit this special village and the other ‘Black and White’ villages in the area – but remember to keep them special and to respect their heritage and their inhabitants…they seem to have things sorted out far better than most.

