West Tanfield….The Lost Manor.

Situated between Richmond and Ripon on the banks of the River Ure, West Tanfield is a quiet, picturesque sort of village….but one with a secret. Many years ago there was a manor here, and a gatehouse remodelled several times since its construction around 1340. Over time the manor and the village passed from William the Conqueror to the ownership of the Earl of Richmond, then to other noble families and eventually in 1513 to Elizabeth Parr, grandmother of Queen Katherine Parr, last wife of Henry VIII.

Not long after, the manor fell into decay, so now only the old church and the gatehouse (or Marmion Tower) remains.

[image: image1.jpg]The Lost Manor....

West Tanfield, a pretty
village between
Richmond and Ripon,
given to the Earl of
Richmond by William
the Conqueror.

The church of St
Nicholas, with many
monuments to its
ancient Lords and the
Marmion Tower
nearby.

The Marmion Tower,
gateway to the lost

manor, which passed in
1513 to Elizabeth Parr,
grandmother of Queen
Katherine Parr, last of
Henry VIII's six wives.





We visited just at the end of the Sunday Morning Service recently, and waited patiently as the congregation left the church….then looked on with some surprise as they all went into the public house at the end of the road! From one kind of service to another, it seems, but The Bull seems to have the local vote on this occasion. 
For a while we pondered, rather uncharitably perhaps, whether this attitude had anything to do with the Manor becoming lost….but then thought better of it and carried on our way, this time past another rural scene – a donkey grazing contentedly in a field near the main road.

The pace of modern life being what it is, maybe the villagers have got it right all along…..

