Waterside Bar Restaurant, Inghams Lane, Littleborough, Lancs.
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Quality **** Value****Staff ****Facilities**** Access**
Highly recommended.
www.thewatersideexperience.co.uk
Serendipity is a lovely word…meaning a happy accident…and in this case it led to our discovery of a real gem.

We were invited to this restaurant by its management – and no, they still don’t know who we are – so when we called in we took special care to be independent…..but my goodness were we glad that we came.

Set alongside the Rochdale Canal and on the busy road towards popular Hollingworth Lakes (a local beauty spot) this is one place that is certainly building a deserved reputation for quality. We came off the M62 motorway and followed signs for the Lake and then kept going towards Littleborough railway station …not the easiest way really, so do use the directions on the restaurant website for easy access.

On entering the restaurant the first thing we noticed was the mix of modern décor and good old-fashioned welcome, with a relaxed and helpful approach from friendly and efficient staff. It wasn’t long before we were comfortably seated inside, though there is a tempting terrace area with interesting views of the local scenery. Drinks appeared very quickly as did the interesting menus…and choices were duly made.

It was here that quality began to show itself as we overheard a conversation with other customers. They were being very ‘picky’ and almost redesigning the menu to suit themselves (both unnecessary and perhaps annoying to many)…but the staff were being helpful and understanding, the result being satisfied customers. We wondered what the reaction would have been in other restaurants we have visited - and realised that here was a place that really did aim to please…even the awkward squad!
When our meals arrived we were again pleasantly surprised, not only by the substantial helpings, but also by the carefully chosen flavours which blended into an overall whole – not an easy thing to accomplish. Everything was well prepared from fresh, often local, produce and the skill of the chef was evident everywhere…no microwaves here!

We found the bill to be very reasonable too, as we have been known to pay more for much less in outwardly grander surroundings. In short this is somewhere of real quality where customers are valued and get very good value for money….and we would strongly urge you to call in without delay, even if you do have to make a fiddly detour from the motorway.

Were there any difficulties? Only one minor problem with limited parking…but there was another parking area a short distance away near the canal viewpoint, so a thing of little consequence.
After our meal we looked around the local town, typical of the area and with real character of its own and then drove up to nearby Blackstone Edge to admire the views and to walk off some of those delicious calories we had so enjoyed.

Do call here – but remember that before long booking will be essential and prices may justifiably rise…so visit soon to avoid disappointment.

