Vale Royal Abbey Arms, Northwich, Cheshire.
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Recommended.   http://www.vale-royal-abbey-arms-northwich.co.uk/
This hotel is situated at a crossroads on the A556 between Manchester and Chester, at the junction of the B152, beside Delamere Forest. This position means that care has to be taken when accessing the inn’s car par, which is at the rear of the building. You do from the side road and driving around the back of the inn allows you to see the quite extensive garden/ alfresco dining areas which are an extra feature of the inn.
Safely installed in the car park, we entered the traditional, typical open plan bar/lounge area and then selected a table in one of the dining rooms. This is an inn which is a member of the Old English Inns group of hotels etc. and we must say that we were impressed by everything about it, from the excellent value deals on offer (really too good to pass by) to the service from the welcoming staff. We had selected one of the small dining areas, but there were others to suit all group sizes or family needs, each one comfortable, clean and well staffed.

Clearly a lot of time, money and planning had gone into this establishment – and to good effect in all areas. There was only a short wait until our meals arrived and they were large in portion, tasty and well presented – and as stated previously, very good value for money.
This is the sort of place which we had previously driven past, partly discouraged by its location and unaware of the quality on offer….but having visited once we shall certainly do so again when in the area.

Following our meal we left feeling very satisfied and drove towards Chester…and then ran into another piece of good luck. We followed a sign which pointed the way to a village Craft Fair in the little village of Kelsall, not far away…and found a real treasure, a profusion of talented people with real individually made items for sale. We came away loaded down with good things (we even won a tombola prize), thinking how pleasant it was to find such a group of talented people…a real Craft Fair as in days gone by.

We cannot suggest that this has any connection with the inn we visited, but the area does merit exploration (see details of Willington Fruit Farm, elsewhere on this website, for example).

Enjoy the inn and enjoy the area as we did…and let us know what you think in due course.

