Up, up, and  away at Heaton Park.

There is, after all a six o’clock in the morning. This is something I’d always suspected, but it was finally proved beyond doubt recently when I witnessed the early morning launch of a flight of Hot Air Balloons from Heaton Park in Manchester.

Now when I heard of this I was enthusiastic, especially as I had seen the Nightglow festivities in Bristol in August, so I took the plunge and got up early. As I drove to the launch site I thought I could hear the birds coughing over their early morning cigarettes so they could start singing a little later on, but I continued to the venue anyway.

I found a good vantage point outside a nearby school, closed on a Sunday, and with another enthusiast waited for something to happen.

Soon things got under way, and you can see some of the pictures I took in the Gallery Six section of this website.

The whole thing was very impressive, from the first stirrings of balloon inflation to the departure of the last balloon, the BA one, which would give Manchester airport the details of where they were all going, etc.

Only one thing could have been improved. The local council could have opened the gates of the park to allow closer viewing of the spectacle.

But then, it was not long after six o’clock, and perhaps they hadn’t started coughing like the birds at that point…
