Truck-Talk; A South Coast Alphabet.

Visiting the South coast of England recently brought some new perspectives. Staying not too far from the M20 and M25 motorways, albeit in a good countryside area had an effect that we hadn’t thought of. We knew that these motorways could get very congested at certain times of day as a result of commuter traffic, but we didn’t know how marked this was, nor did we consider one other effect.

Speaking with some of the local people we came to understand that after the morning congestion time there were some traffic ‘windows’ which were much easier to use, should one wish to cross the river using the Dartford crossings, for example.

What we hadn’t thought of was that there were also times when convoys of large trucks caused congestion, or at least very heavy traffic.

When questioned, the locals had the answer – Ferry crossings or trucks using the Channel Tunnel to make the journey to and from the continent. When the ferries or trains arrived, expect delays and congestion on the key routes to the rest of the country – very logical, really.

Travelling along one day we did get caught up with these truck convoys, and were surprised at both the numbers and the countries of origin. In fact we took to truck-spotting rather as one might do train spotting – that is until we realised that this was a never-ending occupation.
Then we thought of an alternative. Sit safely on a motorway bridge and devise a new kind of Alphabet where B=Belgium, for example, and work out prizes for those who make the first word from a sequence of the letters identifying the countries of origin.

The idea isn’t new, really…there was an old version where A=Aeschylus, B=Bdellium, C is for Swimming…and so on through the alphabet.

And after all, how did we get the alphabet: the word itself is a composite of the first two letters of the Greek – alpha and beta, which are in turn taken from the Phoenician, Aleph and Beth…in their turn food symbols, as items of great significance to early cultures.

So we might have seen things go full circle, from the food signs of pre-history to the truck country identity letters, both of importance in their own way…..and we’d never thought of that before!

