Tournehem…Dick Whittington, Lord Mayor of...(perhaps not)

The area to the South of the Pas de Calais has many small and often historic towns and villages. It is, after all a part of the country known as the Trois Pays…a remnant of the time when some of the area was owned by the French, some by the English and some by the Spanish Empires. 

Within this area is Tournehem, claiming historic connections with Julius Caesar, King Arthur and many other historic figures.
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The historic little town
keeps its legends of
Julius Caesar and King
Arthur together with its
charm....and a charter
dating back to 1273

The café on the square
is very French, though
the area was once under
the influence of Spain
and retains some of the
features of that time.

The Mairie still deals

with the business of the
day...both ancient and
modern....in a typically
French setting of real
character.





It is a village with a charming town square, is surrounded by peaceful countryside and is a place where the local people maintain the character of the area and remember past times.

It is the sort of quiet backwater where there is a great deal to be found by delving just under the surface…and the sort of place that the French too visit during their holidays. There is a modern amusement park, a large but discretely screened site for residential caravans and a few small shops – but then more is not needed, with larger urban areas just a short distance away.
If in the area it is certainly a place well worth the visit – and with a terminal of the new Channel Tunnel and a major motorway nearby many will pass by throughout the year.
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The church peeps
out from behind the
Biblioteque and is
still a focal point of I
village life and
contains many
historic features.

Historic too is the
remains of the
gateway to the former
castle, areminder
that this was part of
the lands of Antoine,
Great Bastard of
Burgundy, natural
son of Phillipe the
Good and brother of
Charles le Temeraire.





Take the time to call in and sample the true rustic conditions of a small French village – friendly but still very French.
