They also serve…

As you can tell from some of the pictures in the Gallery sections of this website, I often visit old churches, often the smaller ones on the ‘roads less travelled by.’ During these travels I see many beautiful places and scenic views – after all, churches are sited to see and be seen – but I also meet interesting people.

Recently I visited a church in Old Radnor, on the Welsh borders, and without wishing to embarrass the lady concerned, think I should give a small taste of our conversation.

When I arrived at the fairly isolated location I was pleased to find I could gain access, as vandalism is rife everywhere today, even in the smallest places. Then it became obvious that someone was present, so I asked permission to photograph and then chatted a while.

It turns out that this elderly lady had lived all her life in the small village nearby, and for many years had helped to look after the village church, a venerable building dating back many centuries. She did this as a matter of course and saw it as her duty, with others, to preserve the church for future generations.
Talking with her was fascinating and a picture of village life at the time of her youth soon emerged. It became obvious that she had never lived anywhere else and didn’t travel extensively as people do these days, but she was happy to stay in the place she knew and made her contribution to the world from there….and not a small contribution either.

This kind and helpful lady was typical of people I’ve met elsewhere, usually women but not exclusively so, who actively provide the care in the local community, including care for its structures.

I left that church cheered and uplifted by her company and by the quiet, unsung contribution she and those like her had made and were still making….and a thought came to my mind, one that I hope she would appreciate….

‘Thousands at His bidding speed,

And post o’er land and Ocean without rest.

They also serve, who only stand and wait.’

