The cheapest Apples (not) in the shop…

Sometimes we can drive past things many times and never even notice they’re there. Everyone’s done it, from time to time….but if we were walking would it be the same? Well, with lots of people yes it would.

The other day I was driving away from the local Tesco superstore on the edge of town when I had to stop in a queue of traffic. Nothing odd in that, but it gave me the chance to notice the odd behaviour of a middle-aged cyclist at the side of the road.

What this man was doing was at first a mystery….he had left his bike at the foot of the banking and was struggling up it with a bag in his hands. It took a moment or two (it was a long queue) and then I worked it out.

Growing at the top of the bank, but on public land and in full view, had anyone looked, was an apple tree. On this tree were many rosy-red apples and our cyclist was collecting as many as he wanted.

Now that tree is near some traffic lights, so every motorist (and family) who visit the shop must have passed it. It isn’t far from other major attractions and shops, so thousands of people must walk past every day – yet few notice or even look up.

 It reminds me of some city people who walk around looking at the pavement or the shops….but never at the tops of some of the magnificent civic buildings, and who, if questioned, would deny the existence of any architectural splendour in their town.

Here, anyway, there would be an instant benefit at this time of year – so good luck to that observant cyclist. But I’m not going to tell you where that tree is to be found – you’ll just have to look for yourselves!
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