The World’s First Fairtrade Town.

Driving between Preston and Lancaster along the main A6 road, one soon comes across what appears to be a small market town just off the main highway……but there’s a lot more to it than that.
Set next to the River Wyre and with the scenic Bowland Forest close at hand, Garstang has had a market since at least 1310 – and since the year 2000 it has become the world’s first fair-trade town!
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The World’s First
Fairtrade Town is
traditional in form, with
narrow cobbled streets
and lots of little old-
fashioned shops. But
the outlook is modern
an the town is busy.

Evidence of age includes
the alleyways or Weinds,
now often occupied by
shops and cafes.

Evidence too from
Castle and Riverside
walks - adding to the
character of this affluent
market town.





A visit to the town soon reveals both its affluence and its character – so if you’re looking for scenery, small shops of the sort you thought had died out, or even good food and company then this is a place well worth your time. No coincidence at all that it has featured in many Britain in Bloom festivals in recent years….and the evidence may be seen throughout the town.
The town is set out with ample car parking and a tour will not take too long, whether you follow the ancient Weinds (or alleyways) or trace the high street/market street routes. Modern supermarkets there are, but Garstang has had the sense to retain its character and site them at the edge of town, unlike some larger settlements.

Such prosperous country towns always have a full programme of events and festivals and Garstang is no exception: the town that was mentioned in the Doomsday Book has not faded away but has retained a pleasing outward-looking face for all to see.

Go there……you’ll like it! 
