The White Hart Inn, Talybont on Usk, Brecon, Powys.
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It had been that sort of a day – lots of travelling and enjoying the countryside…but now we were in deepest Wales and it was starting to rain. Moving on from Crickhowell we crossed a pretty bridge and followed the signs for Talybont on Usk, aware that we were visiting a ‘real’ place with ‘real’ people’…and, as it turned out, a ‘real’ inn of the old school.

After driving along narrow, winding roads for a while we came upon the village – quiet, with really just a few streets….and we saw the White Hart on the main road, an ancient coaching inn backing on to the Brecon and Monmouth Canal.

Things were very quiet when we came into the traditional beamed bar/lounge area (with its open log fire at suitable times) but it turned out that there was a large party going on nearby….and things soon got busier. The room itself was as one might expect, with flagged floors, stone walls and a solidity which reflected its age and long use.
The helpful staff soon provided us with drinks and typical ‘pub grub’   menus and we quickly made our selections.

There was a short wait as the meals were prepared and then we were confronted by large plates of home-cooked food of a good standard – certainly not the micro waved pre-prepared stuff which we dread.

We made short work of as much of this fare as we could and then, just as the bar was filling up with locals (rather curious of the interlopers, but far too polite to comment) we were on our way again.

Moving outside to the nearby car park was when we really noticed the canal, at a higher level than the inn and a place of tranquillity. As we walked along the canal bank we heard the sounds of the party nearby – an excellent band and a female singer of real quality – adding the final touch to the scene.

We would certainly recommend that you visit this inn if you want a taste of the real thing – but be prepared to take the time and trouble to make a detour to reach it…and be aware that you are not visiting a gourmet gastro pub, but something much older and these days much more rare…a proper country inn.

We’ll think you’ll like it – we certainly did!

