The White Hart Inn, Lydgate, Oldham, Lancs.
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Quality ***** Value****Staff****Facilities*****Access*****

Highly recommended.     http://www.thewhitehart.co.uk/
This is an inn which was drawn to our attention by friends who live locally and whose recommendations we value. However, they neglected to mention that the inn was not signposted from the main A669 out of Oldham and on a side road at the top of a steep hill, opposite a prominent church. The moral of the tale – look at the White Hart website and all will be well….because it certainly is well worth finding.

Parking is easy in the large car park at the side of the inn and we were soon able to check out the inn itself.

We were in the area for other reasons, so on the day of our visit we could only stop for a drink, but we were impressed by the facilities on offer and by the reports of quality food to be found here.

The front door opens onto a traditional pub interior, carefully renovated, but there are several dining areas and also conference facilities at the back of the building, making it much larger than it at first appears. 

We consumed our drinks in one of the lounge areas whilst locals started to arrive and despite the relatively early afternoon hour the place soon became more busy.

We were interested to find such a place and think it will prove a good addition to this site – so we shall return before long to try the fare and report further….but we have every reason to think it will live up to our expectations.

After our brief stay we moved outside to the church and met a local gravedigger, who complained about the recent bad rain….clearly a problem in a job such as his. Unusual? Perhaps….but the inn claims to have been the inspiration for the BBC series ‘The Last of the Summer Wine’, with the main characters being modelled on three of the locals who frequented the public bar…
What is certain is that this is somewhere well worth a visit, so call in and see for yourselves.

