The White Bull, Ribchester, nr Preston Lancashire.
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Highly recommended.          http://www.whitebullribchester.co.uk/
The White Bull, so its website tells us, is a traditional pub in the ancient village of Ribchester…well, if that were all it would be good, but The White Bull is better than that by quite a lot.

Driving down into the village from the A59 Preston-Skipton road, over, then alongside the River Ribble, one gains an idea of why the Romans built a fort here near a fording point and why the village itself has the character it does. Of course the Romans are long gone, but relics remain and not only in the Museum near the church .The door surrounds of the Bull are salvaged Roman relics themselves.
Entering the inn you see at once the traditional character of the beamed rooms, and the welcome is warm.

We arrived shortly before the end of Lunch – wondering if our orders would be limited because of the time, or perhaps not be accepted at all. We needn’t have worried, the full range of an extensive menu was available and before long we were enjoying a grand if rather gargantuan meal.

The food was clearly all home-made, and despite the large size of the portions, very well cooked – though to eat a three course meal here you would need a very fine appetite. Service was prompt and friendly, and all of this was at a startlingly reasonable price, much the same as an ordinary pub.

The only difficulty we found was in parking, as the old village streets are narrow and parking in the immediate area limited. There is a good public (free) car park not far away, however, so it presents no real problem.

After our meal a walk was in order, both to see the village (worthwhile in itself) and to burn off a few of the calories we had so enjoyably put on.

This is a very good place to visit, so even if you’re not really nearby make the detour and you won’t be disappointed-there aren’t many places like this left today, so call while you can.

