The Wheatsheaf, Carperby, Leyburn, North Yorkshire.
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Highly recommended.                 http://www.wheatsheafinwensleydale.co.uk/pages/welcome.html
A sunny day in Wensleydale, quiet and scenic, especially quiet on this day for no real reason…except that’s the way it often is in this part of the world. Carperby is a lovely Dales village surrounded by stunning scenery and the centre of what’s become known as Herriot country, named after James Herriot, author of the stories of a country vet as shown on TV in the series ‘All creatures great and small.’ Herriot and his wife Helen spent their honeymoon at this hotel in 1941 and it was also home to Greta Garbo for a short time in 1942, so its place in local history is quite secure.
The atmosphere is set as soon as you enter the bar area (side door, please….residents only at the front door) and is just what you’d expect in this area; solid beams, solid furniture and a welcome as warm as a sunny day. We arrived at a time when there were only two other customers for lunch (both fairly local, from nearby Richmond) and our hostess, the only member of staff left on duty that day, saw this as an improvement on the previous day, when only one customer arrived for lunch.

This isn’t a reflection on the Hotel in any way…but it does show that it’s a working agricultural area and that farmers don’t have time to look in for lunch. The evenings would be much different, however and it was interesting to see the emblems of the local football team on display – and a sign saying ‘Roger’s Corner’….outsiders beware sitting there!

The menu was large and the food home-made, often using local produce as you might expect in a farming community, and after a short wait (spent chatting with the other customers) the meal we chose was both large in amount and very tasty. No complaints from us, then, as we paid the very reasonable price of the food – but fun to the end as the Till malfunctioned and a purse had to be brought to give our change.

We left with the laughter and good wishes of staff and customers in our ears…..and when they said that they hoped to see us again we knew that they meant it. 

This isn’t the sort of place that says things they don’t mean and which provides quality at a fair price – they would offer or expect nothing less – so if you want real food in a real village with real people call here…..it’s all too rare in the days of pub ‘chains’ and no individuality!

Call in and sample the food and then spend time walking through that beautiful scenery.

