The Wedgwood visitor centre and Ivy House, Stoke, Staffordshire.
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Highly recommended.   http://www.thewedgwoodstory.com/
This was a special day for all sorts of reasons. We were travelling with some friends to the Wedgwood Centre near Stoke on Trent, partly in order to visit the potteries and partly to get authentication on a friend’s valuable art item.

When we arrived, finding the area easily by following the signs from the main A34 and the M6 motorway, we were impressed. First the business of authentication was successfully carried through and the item safely lodged back in the boot of our car, then came the factory tour.

Some of these things are intrinsically of interest but this soon wears off – not so here, where we followed the path taken by the pottery items and even got the chance to ‘throw’ pots of our own, to be sent on when suitably treated in the factory kilns.

After this tour there was a light meal in the very good Ivy House area of the centre, then a visit to the discount shop and factory showcase shop to peruse the quality wares on offer.
By this time a more substantial meal was called for, so, seeking a change, we left and travelled through nearby country lanes to find a suitable rural inn.

Bouncing quite quickly along such a road was when I remembered the object brought to be valued, and very rapidly both our rate of progress and my anxiety level were reduced. 

No harm was done, thankfully, and a very good day was had by all. This is somewhere you must visit for many reasons, both modern and historical – it’s a day out you’ll remember.
