The Tontine Inn, Melverley, Oswestry, Shropshire.
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Quality***Value*** Staff*** Facilities*** 

Recommended.      http://www.thetontineinn.co.uk/contact.html
You have to be prepared to make a detour to reach the Tontine Inn….but it is one that is well worth taking as you will pass through pretty scenery and reach a very good eating place( see their website).
An ancient inn dating back to the 1890s but sadly left derelict at one point, in 2008 it reopened after a complete refurbishment and is now a family run business with a growing reputation. We had been told of this by local contacts, so called in to see for ourselves.

Parking is easy but a little limited in the designated area at the side of the inn, but off-road parking is also possible to augment this, so we had no difficulties there. Signage on the exterior of the inn directs you either to the bar/games room area or to the restaurant, so it was to the latter we went, entering through the front door.

Despite its traditional exterior appearance much work has been done to make the whole place comfortable and modern, the restaurant bar/lounge area having comfy sofas and even a fish tank complete with (artificial) crocodile!

Having been made welcome by the friendly staff we were supplied with drinks and made our choices from an interesting and very reasonably-priced menu. We opted to have our meal in the conservatory dining area rather that indoors or in the alfresco patio area which was set out in a sheltered spot at the rear of the building and before long our food arrived.

Our meals were as we had thought they would be – of good quality and with much local produce in this predominantly farming area – and were very tasty and with good potion size. They also represented good value for money, as we found when it came time to pay the bill.

Throughout our stay service was of a high standard and everything was done to make us feel at home in spite of the fact that they were preparing things for a large party of guests who were due to arrive in the very near future.

Certainly we view the Tontine Inn as a find and one that we can heartily recommend to others –try it and see for yourselves.

