The Teesdale Hotel, Middleton in Teesdale, County Durham.
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Quality **** Value***** Staff ****Facilities****

Highly recommended           www.teesdalehotel.co.uk
It was a special day out in all respects. First the journey over the frosty moors to the picturesque town, then the walk around the town to look at the views. To get the best from a place you need a combination of things: the right weather, the right scenery and the right company and this was one time when it all came together.

Having savoured the flavour of this pretty village in the heart of Teesdale it was time for a meal, and on a Sunday the choice seemed limited. We needn’t have been concerned, however, for the quality and character of the Teesdale Hotel made itself felt from the start. 
Coming in out of the cold into a warm reception area we were greeted by friendly staff and ushered into a bar/lounge room with an open fire. This room was occupied by some of the local villagers, who greeted us as friends and made us feel part of their group, though without intruding on our conversation. The warmth wasn’t just in the fire, then, but in the welcome.

When the meal was ready we were shown into a pleasant dining room and the meal we had ordered arrived promptly. While not of gourmet standard, the food was well cooked and well presented, and it certainly did the job. The menu was quite extensive and the prices reasonable.

After our leisurely meal we took to the road and sought out some scenic views – in this part of the world you don’t have to look far to find them.
Then it was time for tea, and we returned to the same lounge to find comfy chairs and the locals engaged in a Dominoes contest, seriously fought. We asked for some tea and this soon appeared, in significant quantities and at ridiculously low prices.

Then it was time to go, loath to leave the warm and friendly atmosphere, but mindful of the drive back over Stainmoor, wet and windy on a dark winter’s night.
A day to remember in every respect. Try it for yourself and see.

