The Tanat Valley Inn, Llangynog, Oswestry, North Wales
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Recommended.                       01691 860227  
Sitting under the shadow of the Berwyn Hills at a sharp bend in the road from Bala to Oswestry, the Tanat Valley Inn gives off an atmosphere of solidity, of having been there a long time. This is indeed the case and as well as catering for hungry travellers like us, or tourists, a significant number of local people are regular customers. Calling in one lunchtime a little while ago I ordered a meal and was amazed at how fast a place was laid. ‘No’ said mine host, ‘it isn’t ready for you, it’s for Cynog, he always comes in at this time for his lunch.’ Almost on cue an elderly farmer arrived and sat at his accustomed place and we ended up swapping stories of the local area and Manchester, where I had been that day – he seemed to think it was another planet – perhaps he was right.

My meal was chosen from a menu which was quite extensive and contained some interesting dishes. The food was all home made and delicious, with fresh local produce being included where appropriate.

The cost was reasonable and the atmosphere in the small bar/ dining area very friendly, encouraging a future call, something too rarely found these days. There aren’t too many places where you’re sorry to leave – this is one of them.
If you are passing this way (and you have to be, there’s only the one road through the valley) call into this Inn and see why the locals use it so much. Park your car in the nearby public car park and take care crossing the road (it isn’t as quiet as it can look) – then after your meal explore and enjoy the special scenery.                     
