The Talbot Hotel, Berriew, Welshpool, Mid-Wales.
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Recommended.   http://www.talbot-hotel.com/
Driving along the main A483 road through Mid-Wales can be a bit of a dilemma in some respects. One may stop and eat in one of the towns along the way – and we have done this – or one may try an inn at the roadside…and some of these are good too. More often than not, however, the answer is to divert from the road and seek out a village inn of quality…so this is what we did when near Welshpool the other day.

We ended up to the north of Welshpool in a very pretty little village called Berriew – often a winner in the ‘Best village in Wales’ contest – and found we had a choice of the Lion Inn or the Talbot Hotel…the latter being the one we eventually selected.

Parking was quite easy here (and more difficult at the Lion) alongside the river Rhiw, giving us a good choice of scenic views as well as easy access to the hotel. Entering the old building (reputedly one of the oldest in the village) we found ourselves in a smallish bar/lounge area next to a small dining room, with a larger restaurant to the rear.

We selected the small dining room and were soon seated with suitable drinks and an interesting menu. There was a short wait before our meals arrived, giving us the chance to look at the beamed ceilings and typical décor and also to note that the other customers all appeared to be locals and regulars – always a good sign.
The food itself was of good quality, large in portion and tasty, using amounts of local produce….unsurprising in this rural area. The staff were unobtrusive but attentive throughout and the locals were friendly too, so we settled down to a good meal. We had a baby with us on this occasion…the centre of attention and welcomed in with open arms…almost literally. When we came to pay the bill there was another good sign – the cost was very reasonable indeed for the meals which we had consumed…very good value for money.

We left well satisfied and walked slowly around the pretty village taking in the scenic beauty of old ‘black and white’ houses and a tumbling river…then made our way back to the busy main road.

We certainly recommend that if in the area you take the same course of action as us, so if a meal in the nearby town is not what is required the village of Berriew and the Talbot Hotel will be a good alternative.

