The Swettenham Arms, Swettenham Village, nr Congleton, Cheshire
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Quality***** Value***** Staff**** Facilities*****

Highly recommended.             www.swettenhamarms.co.uk
This pub has it all. More awards – including most recent ones – than any two others, a very scenic location in a secluded village and the Quinta Arboretum accessed through the pub picnic area….and all within a few miles of Holmes Chapel and the motorway at junction 18….easy to get to, really.

Of course I knew exactly where it was (no, I can’t share the blame for this bit), after all we’d been there before….but I still drove to Chelford, near Alderley Edge,  instead of Swettenham…. after all they sound and look so alike (not) ! My mental aberration dealt with (after a tortuous drive along country roads in the rain, also not necessary) we eventually arrived at the Swettenham Arms. 
Straight away its quality was obvious. This sixteenth century inn, once a nunnery, was warm and welcoming on a wet day, and as soon as we stepped inside the front door and saw the old beams and open fire it set the tone. Parking was easy in the large car park between the pub and the seven hundred year old church nearby, and a number of visitors had beaten us to it and were partaking of lunch, so a happy atmosphere prevailed.
The pub is large and roomy, with several dining areas and more lavish suites, but we settled near the fire in the lounge bar area and made our choice from a wide-ranging menu. It took a few minutes for the meal to arrive (the place was busy), but when it came the quality and quantity was what you would expect in an award-winning establishment.

The flavours were all there and although this was only a light lunch it boded well for a super evening meal – something we’ll be back (by the direct route this time) to try before long.

The meal concluded in such pleasant surroundings and at reasonable cost, we left to examine the Arboretum and Wildlife Trust set up by Sir Bernard Lovell (the Quinta is the name of his house) from nearby Jodrell Bank with its famous Radio Telescope. As we walked around the rain stopped, the sky cleared and we got an idea of the natural beauty of the area – well worth a visit on its own. Take the trouble to seek it out and you’ll be amply rewarded.

