The Swan with Two Nicks, Little Bollington, Altrincham, Cheshire.
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Highly recommended.   0161 926 9570
This is a place which is near to the motorway, but not that simple to find – a few directions, however, and a great pub becomes accessible from junction 7 of the M56, the Bridgewater canal or from the A56 near Lymm. Look out for the pub sign as you reach Little Bollington, then drive down Park Lane until you reach the ample pub car park. The road goes little further for drivers, but footpaths abound for walkers and the estates of Dunham Massey are close by.
The pub itself is large and old, though with all the modern conveniences one would expect. The large lounge/ bar area we entered had a warming real fire on a cold day as welcoming as were the staff.

We arrived at a quiet time and ordered lunch from the extensive menu and specials boards, chose a quiet corner and enjoyed the rustic atmosphere. 

Food was served promptly and was well prepared and presented, the portions being as large as a countryman’s appetite might require.

While the meal was being consumed a party of walkers (we’d noticed their cars in the car park and wondered whose they were) arrived and set about a good meal too, enthused by their walk nearby.  All were promptly dealt with and quickly settled to their meals, with murmurs of pleasure.

After a full and satisfying meal at this rustic retreat, we walked a little by the river, then returned to the car and within a few minutes reached the motorway turnoff and Manchester junction.
It was a pleasant surprise to find this place and we were left wondering what would happen if someone overindulged and couldn’t safely or legally drive home…after all there could be no bus service. A leaflet near the bar provided the explanation..Scooterman (it said), you drink, we drive. It was a service whereby a chauffeur would arrive by scooter, stow it in a bag in your car boot, and then drive you home before resuming his scooter journey. What a good idea! See more details on www.scooterman.co.uk – and visit The Swan soon!

