The Swan, High St, Tarporley, Cheshire
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Quality*****Value***** Staff*****Facilities*****

Highly recommended.   http://www.theswanhotel-tarporley.co.uk/
This is a charming inn located in a charming village just off the A49 between Warrington and Whitchurch, near both the Oulton Park motor racing circuit and the North Cheshire Polo Club.

The village itself frequently wins ‘best kept village’ awards and this Georgian building, based on a 16th century coaching inn, is fully in keeping with its surroundings. Car parking at the rear of the inn is limited, but a public car park nearby means this is no problem, then one may enjoy the village and the meal.

We went in through the main entrance, raised up some steps, to encounter a lounge/reception area where some ladies of indeterminate years were having tea, sitting in comfy armchairs and in the atmosphere of a country house.
The Inn itself has several dining areas, from such tea rooms through snug and less formal areas to the main restaurant, all well set out and displaying ancient beamed ceilings and other features.

We ate in one of the small dining areas occupied by several members of a local Golf Club, discussing the day’s activities and killing reputations at a rapid rate, clearly having a good time as regular customers.

There was a wide variety of food on offer, all of it very well prepared and using much local produce coupled with a high degree of culinary skill. This place clearly deserves its reputation.

The food we ordered arrived promptly and was delicious, each individual flavour blending to make a very satisfying whole. The staff, too, were helpful but not intrusive, the quality of the establishment showing everywhere.
 It was when we came to pay for the meal when we had the shock – it was ridiculously good value for money! We had eaten from the ‘early bird’ type menu and no doubt the a la carte would have been appreciably more costly, but we were very impressed and required no more.

This is a special place and one not to be missed, though not one for small noisy children or too-casual clothes. It is as it appears to be, good old-fashioned quality in a setting where it is appreciated.
