The Swan, The Wharfage, Ironbridge, nr Telford
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Recommended.                     http://www.theswanironbridge.co.uk/
We came to the Swan at Ironbridge under circumstances which could have been better. To begin with, we had started the day in hazy sunshine then driven into cloud, then into misty rain. Next, whilst taking pictures of the Iron Bridge which gives the area its name I had lost my footing and fallen over…no damage done, but what a fool I felt, especially as all the kind passers by came to check I was all right.

After that the need for food became even more pressing, and the Swan possessed two key advantages, it was near at hand and had a roomy car park on an increasingly crowded day….but what a lucky find it was.

You will find the Swan, as its address implies, near the river and also near the Ironbridge Gorge Museum. Park and enter (up some steps) into a deceptively spacious area with low beams and a real character of its own.

Originally a Malthouse in the Eighteenth Century, the Swan now offers a very good range of food at reasonable prices. The food is brought promptly by helpful staff and is really good quality pub grub….the helpings being generous, the menu offering something for everyone, and the overall atmosphere very pleasant – if you don’t mind constant music played in the background, as in most pubs these days.
It was a lucky find, however, because the quality of the food was above what you might expect for the price, all of it very well cooked to a high standard.

I went in early for lunch, for reasons you have been told, and was one of the few initial customers. The bar staff told me this would soon change, and how right they were. Within a few minutes the room I was in became quite crowded with people who had come to visit the area, all ready for a meal then a further bout of exploration.

When you’re in the area – and this is one of those Heritage areas you must visit – there will be much to see and do (one visit may well not be enough) but whatever you do, call in at the Swan…you’ll enjoy it.
