The Strickland Arms, Sizergh, nr Kendal, Cumbria.
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Quality***** Value***** Staff***** Facilities*****

Highly recommended.  015395-61010.
On a recent visit to Sizergh Castle, near Kendal, we were struck by the appearance of an inn a short distance from the entrance to the castle grounds. ‘This looks like a place of quality,’ we thought – and so it proved to be.

The building has all the best of the traditional features of the area, from the flagged stone floor of the bar and downstairs dining area to the frisky young dog eager to play gently with the children or any sympathetic adult. All in place and all with excellent taste.

So it was too with the food, the menu being a little limited but with something for everyone, everything clearly using much local produce and being individually prepared to order. This resulted in a minor wait, but allowed us to observe the speed with which the inn filled up at lunchtime – within fifteen minutes there was scarcely an empty seat upstairs or down, a comment on quality when the competition on this affluent area is considered.

The meal itself was delicious, with individual flavours being discernable without detracting from the balance of the dish – a real challenge for the chef and their brigade, but one which they met easily.

The staff were helpful and friendly, the atmosphere homely and it was obvious that visitors and locals call again and again – and so shall we.
Parking was easily dealt with as there is a car park to the left of the inn and some off-road parking nearby. There’s even a garden area for summer use, and in this child and family-friendly environment that must be appreciated.

In all an excellent establishment of a very high order.

Oh, yes…the cost? Well, we have paid a great deal more for a lot less in other places, fancy charges for less than fancy food – Here the costs are low, the value for money evident to all who call in.

Above all the quality is high in all respects, so go there and see for yourselves, you won’t be disappointed.

