The Strawberry Duck,Hob Lane, Egerton, Bolton, Lancs
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Recommended.                01204 852013 

Situated near to Entwistle Railway station and overlooking the scenic Wayoh reservoir, the Strawberry duck attracts walkers and travellers from throughout the area. It is relatively easy to find, being signposted clearly on the Edgworth – Blackburn minor road. It is worth a little searching, however and the journey you need to take down the narrow Hob Lane no-through road.
Once found, the inn is typical of the older stone built type with some modernisation in keeping with the area. There is a small car park so space is rather limited, but on entry the building shows its character with stone walls and beamed ceilings predominant.

After a friendly welcome we chose our meals from a quite extensive menu and settled down in one of the smaller dining areas for a short wait. The room was comfortable and the furnishings in keeping with this old inn.
The pub was quite crowded, but it wasn’t long before our tasty food arrived – and we were heartened when a nearby couple asked for something not listed and the chef made it up especially for them.

The food itself was tasty and available in quantity, offering good value for money and a hearty meal. The fact that so many people had taken the trouble to arrive here (many clearly having a meal as part of their walk around the area) indicated the good local reputation of the inn.

We were well satisfied and left to continue our tour of the upland scenery….honesty dictating the fact that this was accomplished by car and not on foot.

If you want a place of character with good food and just a little out of the way, then the Strawberry Duck should certainly come in to the reckoning. Allow a little extra time to be sure to find the place and then park your car…or better yet, include it as part of your walk in this scenic area.
