The Stirk House Hotel, Gisburn, nr Clitheroe, Lancashire.
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Quality*** Value***Staff***Facilities****
 Provisionally Recommended.          www.thestirkhousehotel.co.uk
Situated off the main A59 Clitheroe to Skipton road near to the village of Gisburn and down an extensive drive the Stirk House Country Hotel has all the facilities needed for a good stay – leisure facilities, gardens and a comfortable and well appointed hotel. 

The main road is far enough away not to cause any problems and extensive parking means that access is easy. The main building housing the hotel and restaurant are basically country house conversions, the furnishings in keeping with this and the staff welcoming. With surroundings like this one expects to pay a little more for meals and so it proved, with fair but not exceptional value for money.
The menu was brought to us as we waited in a quiet lounge area, and the choice of available fare seemed appetising. Deciding to go with the more complex menu we chose one of the more challenging meals – and this time it did not live up to expectations.
We soon moved to the pleasant and spacious dining room (clearly this place was used to large functions) and this is when we began to be less impressed. The staff were attentive but more enthusiastic than well trained and the food was adequate but in no way impressive. There is no doubt that this place could do better – we overheard a comment that things were in preparation for a major event that evening, so perhaps attention was diverted or staff unavailable – but on this showing there were a number of items which could be improved. 

Sadly then, the food was unimpressive and did not match up to the elegance of the setting this time around and we will have to make more visits to gauge whether this is simply a one-off or a regular thing.

This hotel caters for many wedding parties and conferences and with the facilities it offers it is easy to see why, but it will have to take care with its culinary offerings if it is to compete with some of the better restaurants to be found within a few miles in this affluent area.

We drove away feeling rather disappointed but not put off from a return visit, when hopefully things will have improved. In the meantime we recommend the lounge menu rather than the more complex dinner choices. Let us know what you think.

