The Station Restaurant, Llansanffraid-ym Mechain, Powys
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities*** 

Provisionally Recommended.   (01691) 828478
We had quite often traveled along the A495 road between Welshpool and the Welsh coast and had noticed the Station Restaurant….but without calling in. This time we decided to look in and what we found was a well-presented inn with rather average food.
Parking was easy in the car park shared with a nearby store and so we made our way into the building, once a railway station, as the name implies. The railway is now long gone and the inn has been carefully refurbished and remodeled to make it a comfortable restaurant and bar.

Entering the building we were greeted by friendly and helpful staff, supplied with drinks and seated on sofas in the comfortable lounge area. Our timing in this respect was good, as it transpired that the area was later to be used in a Karaoke session…not what you would want if dining in the adjacent restaurant. At this time of the evening there were no difficulties however, so we made our selections from a typical ‘pub grub’ menu and after a short wait spent listening to the rather loud conversations of locals at the nearby bar we were shown to our table.

This proved to be in the nearby dining area (a smaller area was available in another area, as were other facilities) and we were given a table near the windows thus providing good views of the countryside.

 There was another pause until our meals arrived and they proved to be like the apocryphal Curate’s Egg….the first course being good whilst the rest was merely average.…rather a disappointment after such a good start. The food itself was available in goodly quantities and it was well served (we thought the service very good throughout) but unfortunately the quality was not up to our expectations. Certainly there was nothing overt of which one might complain and the local diners who made up the other customers seemed well satisfied – but this was not somewhere we could recommend for a special occasion, hence the ‘provisional’ rating.

The Station Restaurant is one of those places with the potential to do better and with a more inspired approach it should improve rapidly. We wish it well and think highly enough of it to call again in order to monitor its progress in the future. 
