The Star Inn, Dylife, nr Ll anidloes, Mid Wales.
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Quality *** Value *** Staff*** Facilities ***

Provisionally Recommended.              01650 521345
You could imagine a pub like this to be well off the beaten track, out on its own and with trees nearby to make the winter walk to the door a little scary. Well, you don’t have to imagine, because that’s just what this isolated pub, built on a Drovers road really is like. Situated just off the old Dylife lead mine site, it now caters mainly to tourists, hikers, mountain bikers and local farmers and does so quite well.

The road to this pub runs from Llanidloes to Machynlleth and really is a mountain road so be prepared for twists and turns, narrow stretches and hills, but also magnificent scenery. You shouldn’t then drive past this pub, especially if you’re hungry – it’s the only one on this road.

Although the car park is unsurfaced and the exterior looks a little untidy, the welcome inside is warm and the food good. Service was a little slow (there were few customers when I last called, a lunchtime) and there was an air of languor which didn’t give the best impression at first. What it turned out to be was the slower, steady pace of the countryside – why hurry, you had all lunchtime?  And in this location quite right too.

The menu is quite extensive and contains something for every taste, prices being quite reasonable, with classical British cooking style predominating. The meals are substantial and filling, good ‘pub grub’ with no pretensions of being anything else – good value for money.
We would have to visit this pub a few more times to get the full picture; although initial impressions are favourable-but it is an isolated place, so we’d welcome the views of others who have tried it.

After the meal we journeyed on through first-rate views (and through the local golf course) to get to Machynlleth, and a late dinner at the Wynnstay Hotel – a very different experience (see review).

The Star Inn is a place to try – if you just drive past the atmosphere of the area is such that you’ll always wonder, what if…..?
