The Sportsman, Strines Rd, Strines, Stockport, Cheshire.

[image: image1.jpg]



Quality*** Value**** Staff **** Facilities***Dog Friendly

Recommended.           http://the-sportsman-pub.co.uk/
  Don’t be taken in by the last part of the address – this inn is on the further outskirts of Stockport, between New Mills and Marple…in a country area with good views and access to walks and scenic features.

Driving down the Goyt Valley and near the Peak forest Canal (only 200yds from the pub) the first thing one notices is the rather small and awkward car park area set back from a bend in the road. This minor inconvenience is no real problem to someone seeking a traditional inn and good food at reasonable prices, however, as many walkers and locals will attest.

On entering, the traditional layout at once becomes apparent with a public bar and a games area….and also a pleasant dining room with a good open fire and excellent views of the scenery nearby. The inn has been operational in this area for about 200 years, serving good food and a range of beers and it is popular with those ‘in the know’. 
The menu is a little limited but full of hearty fare and the size of the helpings means that no-one goes away hungry. We made our choices and after a suitable wait our well-filled plates arrived. The food was well cooked and well presented, unpretentious and very tasty. It says something about the place that in midweek we had reserved a lunchtime table to be sure of success and a good view of the valley – and as the place filled up we were proved right.

After a very satisfying meal in interesting surroundings the bill was very reasonable (even more so as we were guests of the friend who had recommended the visit) and very good value for money.

We would certainly recommend that when in the area you should visit the Sportsman at Strines – or that you make a detour to this unassuming inn to enjoy the comforts of a traditional pub meal and then to explore the scenery and canal walks nearby.
Thanks very much George – we owe you one in the future!
