The Silver Fountain, Betws y Coed, North Wales
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This is an odd one, difficult to classify and in some ways difficult to reach….but worth an exploratory visit at least.

Having driven many times along the main A5 trunk road leading up the hill from Betws y Coed towards Llangollen we had sometimes remarked on an old building sadly fallen into disuse and a short distance from the town itself. Recently we noted its rejuvenation as The Silver Fountain Inn and so called to see what changes had been made.

The initial difficulty was one of local geography –i.e. that the inn is situated on a bad corner where double white lines may be found on the road and that access to the parking area behind the inn was difficult. Coming from the nearby town the car park is up a steep and sharp turn, difficult to negotiate unless one is aware of its presence….and that access to the car park itself is over some unsurfaced ground. After this there are several steep steps to be negotiated before one is once again at road level…and at the door of the inn. The local geography cannot be helped, but signage could be clearer and better sited…though the location of the inn certainly adds character to the enterprise.
Entering the inn we found ourselves at once in the small bar area and its adjacent dining room, all set out in one long open space. Here the contradictions began, because the interior appeared to be a mixture of traditional narrow church pew seats set against the walls together with more conventional chairs and almost Indian restaurant décor. Added to this was an open log fire at one end of the room, the overall effect being somewhat confusing rather than being a cohesive whole.
The staff were friendly and efficient and we were soon seated, perusing the menu of typical ‘pub grub’ and making our choices. Our food arrived promptly and although the portions were large, sadly it proved to be not really up to our usual standard…a disappointment in a new inn of any kind. As you will be aware, our recommendations only come after three visits and so we will venture no final opinion at this stage – even the best establishment can have an ‘off’ day – so we shall return to try again in the near future.

In the meantime we would suggest that you call in for a drink and a sandwich and to see the place for yourselves…but no more.

We wish The Silver Fountain every success in the future…but much work will need to be done in several areas if it is to gather in the customers it needs from an area well supplied with both pubs and good restaurants nearby. 

