The Ship Inn, Wheat Lane, Lathom, Burscough, Lancashire
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Provisionally Recommended.                      01704 893117 
Situated on the Parbold road near to Burscough, itself not far from Southport, one has to look out for the Wheat Lane turn off, and then drive over a narrow swing bridge in constant use by canal boat traffic.

Clearly the location is a major asset, with a large car park and fields to one side and the junction of the Leeds – Liverpool Canal with the Tarleton Canal at Rufford Top Lock on the other. As is clear from the picture, the old Inn, once a row of cottages, has lots of character and a history going back to the days of working canals. Then it was sometimes known locally as ‘The Blood Tub’, the polite version of the tale being that a tub of pigs’ blood, presented by the bargees, brought free drinks in exchange and Black Puddings from the Inn’s cook in due course.
When we visited, at a quite bleak lunchtime, we found a warm welcome and some local customers already ensconced, and within about half an hour the place was doing a roaring trade. Taking a seat in one of the dining rooms we looked at the menu of mainly home-made pub grub and made our choices.

This is where the difficulty begins, however, for while a gargantuan portion of fish and chips was clearly very good, a portion of Chicken, wrapped in bacon and covered in cheese was less so. The bacon covered the chicken but didn’t wrap it and the cheese was runny and was bland to the point of being almost flavourless. Although overall an adequate meal and with elements which were tasty, it was not quite what was envisaged when we ordered.

Now we don’t usually include details of individual meals as this is far too unreliable a measure – and why we will return to check again in the near future. Based on this our rating is provisional, but it must be said that from the level of customer support and from other views we have heard that this part of our meal was an exception and that standards are usually very high.  At most times and especially in fine weather this Inn is crowded and well thought of, so we will call again to get a fuller picture – however, in the meantime we must tell it as we found it. 
Call in yourselves and see what you think.
