The Shap Wells Hotel, Shap, Penrith, Cumbria
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Provisionally Recommended.     http://www.bestwestern.co.uk/Hotels/Best-Western-Shap-Wells-Hotel-83854/Hotel-Info/Default.aspx
Driving over Shap, the famous hill pass in Cumbria, used to be something of an ordeal… certainly for under-powered cars and trucks and definitely if the weather was at all bad. The building of the Shap section of the M6 has reduced these problems greatly, as has modern technology and design, so most people now take to the new road and forsake the old one.

Taken by a fit of nostalgia we decided to try the old route…and not far from the summit on the Penrith side came upon the sign for the Shap Wells Hotel. Curiosity won the day, so we drove down the long private drive to reach the Best Western Hotel at its foot and were pleasantly surprised to find a large, modern hotel complex set in a secluded valley – albeit with one area facing the distant motorway. As may be imagined, on a good day the scenery is first rate and we were able to note the stream running near the hotel and theorise about how far we would venture over the fells if we stayed here….but had the sense to call in to the hotel for a drink instead.
We soon found an interesting and well laid-out interior, a large and comfortably furnished bar/lounge and several dining and conference areas. Clearly this is a desirable destination…and one which was hosting a soul music gathering on the day that we called.

We cannot comment on the nature of the hotel….and this time not even upon the cuisine, as we stopped only for a drink and a break on our journey.

What we can say is that the place seemed efficiently run, with friendly and helpful staff…and that it is somewhere to investigate further in the future.

In the meantime – what do you think?

