The Shady Oak, Bates Mill Lane, Tiverton, Tarporley, Cheshire.
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Quality**** Value***Staff****Facilities****Access***

Recommended.    www.shadyoak.co.uk
You have to know where to look to find this place – but it is certainly well worth the effort to do so. Situated on the Shropshire Union Canal and just a few miles from Beeston, the discerning traveller, moving on roads behind Beeston Castle, will be rewarded by arriving at an inn of real character.

Parking is easy in the field/car park next to the inn, near to the recently added caravan park and access to the pub is straightforward after that. Care should be taken in negotiating the rural roads, however, especially with the narrow and twisty hump-backed bridge over the canal.

Entering the cool structure we noted the tasteful modernisation of the rooms, retaining character yet allowing development. We refreshed ourselves here with cooling drinks but did not stay for a meal –though the menus looked both enticing and very reasonably priced….good, simple pub grub very appropriate to the location.
This is somewhere we shall certainly call in to again when we do sample the food, so look out for a fuller review in due course.

For now just mark this place down as well worth a visit for its stunning views of Beeston Castle, its canal side location and because real pubs with real people and real food seem rare in these plastic days.

