The Rutland Arms Hotel, Bakewell, Derbyshire
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Provisionally highly recommended. 

 http://www.rutlandarmsbakewell.com/default.aspx
“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that visitors in possession of a good appetite must be in want of morning refreshment’’ (with apologies to Jane Austen, who is said to have written some of ‘Pride and Prejudice’ here)….and where better to be refreshed in Bakewell than at the Rutland Arms Hotel?

This imposing and elegant hotel, situated in a prominent position in the centre of Bakewell, itself in the centre of the Peak District, is a place to visit for many reasons. Built in 1804 upon the site of an earlier coaching inn, the hotel commands the main routeways through the town and is famous not only for the many notable guests who have stayed there but also as the home of the Bakewell Pudding. Actually produced as the result of a culinary error, the tart has become renowned…..but our visit will be remembered for other reasons.
Entering the period building from the front we seemed to step into an older and more stately environment, with deep carpets, comfy armchairs, chandeliers and period furnishings. The wide staircase swept up to the floors above and the whole scene was one which lovers of the work of Jane Austen would at once recognise.
 Sadly, being of a different turn of mind, we thought of Agatha Christie mystery stories….and waited for an aged waiter to proclaim that the roads were snowed in and we were cut off…it being a prelude to various guests disappearing one by one……or perhaps (on a more cheery note) of a French Farce with people sliding down banister rails to land on wheeled trolleys which in turn roll into the waiter carrying the large meringue…
 As may be surmised these thoughts lent flavour to our morning coffee which was both very tasty and very reasonable in price – particularly for such an engaging setting, well worth a visit on its own. Looking around further we noted the large number of clocks in the room, most of them chiming clocks…and noted that at 11:45 we perhaps should make our way out into the town before they all began to mark midday.
After all this character, why did we give this obviously superior hotel only a provisional rating? The answer is really twofold: one, because we did not try even the lunch menu; two because we want reasons to call again and again….because it really is a special place in all sorts of ways….and we haven’t seen the Ballroom yet, let alone the chandelier which hangs there.

Do go there and see for yourselves…and if necessary make a detour to visit this hotel and the town of Bakewell itself. They will not disappoint you.

