The Royal Oak, Kinnersley, nr Worcester.
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Quality***Value****Staff/****Facilities***
http://www.royaloakkinnersley.co.uk/
Highly recommended.   

Driving through the area en route to a destination further south we decided to leave the motorway near to Worcester and explore the countryside nearby – and that is how we found the Royal Oak at Kinnersley.

It’s easy to find in this small village, and although parking is a little limited it’s well worth taking the trouble to stop. Perhaps the name should really include the word ‘New’, as it has been under current ownership for only a few weeks. Clearly, however, the people who own and run the inn know exactly what they are doing and are transforming a traditional ‘drinking’ pub into a fine eating place.

The interior is still in its traditional form, with a restaurant space away from the comfy country-style bar/lounge area with its large open fire, but all is pleasant and well thought out, with further improvements due in time.
It was the food that drew out this entry in the website however, for the fare on offer was far from ordinary in terms of flavours and choices. It was difficult to choose from the menu because of the many tasty offerings available, but choices finally made there was a short wait as the food was freshly cooked. When it arrived the helpings were large, the presentation very good and the tastes a subtle blend of local produce and quality cookery. The chef certainly knew their stuff and the care from the management meant that we were considering a visit on our return journey there and then – only a detour to the culinary delights of Ludlow preventing a further visit at this time.

The Royal Oak is just starting a new life as a form of Gastropub – and it is doing very well indeed so far. We would recommend that you visit it soon, for when the word gets around it is likely that prices will rise from their current very good value for money and that booking could well become essential.

One of the advantages of visiting lots of restaurants is that now and then one finds a really good one just starting up – and the Royal Oak at Kinnersley comes into this category without any doubt. 
Update

As we’ve always said, we visit, revisit and visit again to check on the accuracy of our reviews – and in our visits here we have been pleased to find everything even better than before.

Calling in on Upton upon Severn to view its recovery after recent flooding we took our own advice and were reacquainted with the level of service, quality and good food which had drawn us here in the past.

The light and airy conservatory dining area soon filled with discerning diners all enjoying the quality food and  exceptional value on offer. The meals were still of a high standard, with the flavour of each element being blended into a tasty whole – a difficult thing to attain at any level.
As for value for money – we have been prepared to pay almost double for similar dining experiences in larger and more august surroundings…so be sure not to miss this quiet country inn which is now meeting its true potential and drawing in customers from throughout this affluent area.

Quality tells…and here is a scene set for further success.
