The Royal Oak, Clayton le Dale, nr Preston, Lancs
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Quality *** Value*** Staff ***Facilities***

Recommended.              01254 813793

This inn, situated on the A59 between Preston and Whalley in Lancashire (on the road to Skipton) was once like any other roadside pub, adequate but no more; fuel perhaps, but not real food.

Discovering that it had passed into new ownership and been refurbished however, we decided to take a chance and pay a visit.

As you would expect from an inn on the main road, parking was easy, and as we entered the effect of the changes became obvious immediately.

The traditional exterior remains, but inside the Royal Oak has been transformed, with modern fittings and a real upmarket atmosphere. There is a choice of bar or restaurant dining areas (with commensurate menu and price differentials), service is prompt and attentive, and it’s clearly a place on the up.
Food here (and it is food now, not just fuel) isn’t cheap and some of the restaurant dishes will have to be of a high standard to justify prices, but it is of high quality and good value for money. We chose from the wide-ranging menu and our meal arrived promptly, well made and well presented, as you would now expect.

In short, everything was as it should be in a good eating establishment, and we left both uplifted at the changes and well refreshed.

Travelling along this road there are several pubs and inns that look tempting, with greater or lesser cause – look in to this one and you won’t be disappointed.

