The Royal Hotel, Market Street, Hayfield, High Peak, Derbyshire.
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Provisionally recommended         www.theroyalhayfield.co.uk
Passing through the High Peak area of Derbyshire – with, it must be said, no intention of walking up mountains …even small ones – we came upon the interesting village of Hayfield. This village is divided by a busy main road, so we took the turn towards the hills that we weren’t going to climb and came down into what had been the market area and into the Royal Hotel car park. This was large, pot-holed, well used and spacious…a country car park for real people, rather like the hotel itself – well frequented by walkers and other travellers in the High Peak area.
Built in the 1750s the hotel retains an impressive frontage, so we were not surprised to find a traditional, well kept interior with a suitable bar/lounge and small separate dining area. What we also found – from the moment we went in until we left – was a friendly environment peopled with true locals who clearly thought well of the establishment and all who used it…even strangers like ourselves. The staff too were friendly and helpful and it wasn’t long before we were seated in our chosen dining area. The menu was limited and unpretentious, even with the added ‘specials’ board and it was clear that this was a no-nonsense and few frills sort of place with hearty meals for hearty folk….well established and secure within its own limits.
Having given our order there was a short wait whilst they were prepared (certainly no microwaves here) so we were able to notice others, including a group of elderly diners and the local (lady) vicar having lunch after the Sunday service nearby. When our meals arrived they were large, well cooked and neatly presented and of a type that would allow you to climb hills (or recover from doing so) should that be your wish. Tasty but with no pretensions to gourmet quality in any area, they were like the area itself – solid, hearty, and with character.

This is not somewhere for a gourmet meal but it is well worth visiting (for a drink and a snack, at least) as an experience of village life…and one would go away satisfied, replete and reassured that many values are unchanged in rural England today.
