The Riverside Hotel, Betws-y-Coed, Snowdonia, North Wales
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Quality*** Value****Staff****Facilities*****Access*****

Highly Recommended.   www.snowdoniahotel.com
Located along a private driveway on the outskirts of popular Betws-y-Coed, the Riverside hotel sits on the banks of the River Conwy in sixteen acres of its own grounds. Once a Country House of some note it is now a hotel and restaurant offering grand views, good food and a quiet retreat from the very popular town nearby.

Things were more than a little quiet on the day we arrived for lunch, however, giving a rather unusual atmosphere at first, but perhaps the people of the area were still slowly waking up as before we left the hotel had become much more busy and with a much improved ambience.
On arrival we were greeted by helpful staff and shown to a comfortable lounge area where we were served with very welcome drinks. Not content with this however, we looked around the various dining rooms, each with grand views and finally settled on our table for lunch. Clearly, on a warm summer’s day the potential for dining al fresco or with some of the large windows left wide open would be a real attraction here, especially given the tranquillity of the site.
The dining room we selected, as with all of the areas we visited, was comfortably and well furnished and we were soon able to make our choices from a rather limited but interesting lunch menu.

Our food, which arrived after a short wait, was tasty and both well prepared and well presented – clearly no pre-prepared nonsense here – and the portions were large .…certainly no-one would complain of going away hungry from this hotel! Service was good throughout, and after a satisfying repast we were able to wander the grounds, taking in the views, admiring the croquet lawn, looking at the kitchen garden and generally readying ourselves for the next stage of our journey.

The Riverside hotel would not be on our list of gourmet establishments, but it very commendably offers good food at reasonable prices in an excellent setting – and as such is well worth a visit. During summer months booking could well be important, so take care to contact the hotel in advance of making your trip.
