The Rising Sun, Harbourside, Lynmouth, Devon
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities***
Recommended.    http://www.risingsunlynmouth.co.uk/
If you want the heady mixture of a traditional inn situated right on the harbour side of an historic smugglers’ port, then Lynmouth has it all….and more besides. 

Reaching Lynmouth is straightforward (or almost straight up at Porlock Hill en route) although you have to like driving over Exmoor and taking care to allow priority to the wild ponies. Having reached Lynmouth parking is cheap and easy in the large harbour side car parks, after which a short walk brings you to the Rising Sun hotel.

This inn can trace its history back to the 14th Century, so its beamed ceilings, crooked floors and oak panelling come as no surprise and reek of authenticity…and some of the chapters of the novel ‘Lorna Doone’ were written in one of its rooms.
Having settled for a seat in the small lounge area between the main bar and a larger dining room, the helpful staff soon had us provided with drinks and an interesting menu – a large part of which (unsurprisingly) featured fresh fish. 

After a short wait our meals arrived and were both substantial and very tasty, being freshly cooked and using the best local produce – but they certainly didn’t last long as we hungrily wolfed them down….and all at very reasonable prices, too.

Our visit was out of season, so we were able to appreciate the area without too many tourists and ride on the water powered cliff railway to Lynton atop the hill, each town having its own charm and character….and the views from each are stunning. Sad, then that in the 1950s there was a disaster at Lynmouth, when a storm created a giant flood which washed away much of the town and killed 34 people. The area is now rebuilt, of course, with its tale fully told in an exhibition currently in the local church.

Lynmouth and Lynton are places which would justify a much longer stay than we could allow, so rather sadly we made our way back to Minehead and beyond – vowing to return for a more protracted visit at another time.

This is somewhere well worth the detour from easily accessible but bland holiday resorts, so do go there – and sample the authentic quality of the Rising Sun Hotel.
