The Red Pump Inn, Bashall Eaves, Lancashire.
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Quality *** Value***Staff***Facilities***

Highly recommended     www.theredpumpinn.co.uk
Built before the nineteenth century, the Red Pump Inn, situated near the hamlet of Bashall Eaves in the midst of the Ribble Valley, offers a fine mix of ancient and modern. As may be seen from the picture above, the area around Chipping and Longridge in Lancashire contains many minor roads, so it is as well to look at the Inn’s website for directions unless you know the area. Certainly it is well worth the trouble of the making the journey through the Forest of Bowland.

Parking is easy, with a large car park at the side of the Inn and a lot of care has gone into the updating of this pub, restaurant, delicatessen and café with accommodation if required. Entering the old pub building we were instantly aware both of the warmth of the welcome and of the history of the building, with small appropriately furnished bar/lounge areas – including traditional games tables marked out for board or card games and clearly regularly used.

This is a place people have to travel to reach, so no surprise that it is quiet at lunchtimes and busy in the evenings and weekends - bear that in mind and book at popular times. A good menu of (often locally produced) fare was on offer, making choice difficult, but selection made the short wait while the food was prepared gave us a chance to absorb the character of the Inn – and there was plenty of that.
The food soon arrived in large well cooked amounts and clearly of very good restaurant quality in all respects. Indeed, one would need a very hearty appetite to complete a three course meal…a definite plus point in these days of portion control.

Food such as this in surroundings such as these is never going to be cheap (though there is always the café option too) but certainly it offers excellent value for money.

There are a number of good quality restaurants in the affluent Forest of Bowland area, including those frequented from time to time by members of the Royal family (who visit estates nearby) and the Red Pump Inn is in there with some of the best of them. Visit soon.
