The Red Lion, New St. Mawdesley, Lancashire.
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Looks can be deceptive and some places flatter only to deceive – not the case for the Red Lion at Mawdesley, which looks just like your average pub in the centre of a village but which is a great deal more.

Some indication of this is given by the poster on the front of the building stating that it is a finalist in the Lancashire Life Food Awards…and there’s much more to commend it inside.

Parking is quite easy via a side entrance to a rear parking area, then we walked round to the front door and into the lounge area of a traditional inn. Care had been taken to update the interior with some modern furnishings whilst retaining the beamed ceilings and character of the room and this was indicative of the care we met in every other department.
We were given a warm welcome and soon had made our choices from a quite extensive menu which featured some far from typical courses along with superior ‘pub grub’ favourites. As we waited for our table in the large and pleasant conservatory dining area other customers arrived, most being greeted by name (even after some time had elapsed since their last visit) – always a good sign.

Soon we were seated in the dining area and attentive staff brought our meals which were well presented and prepared with obvious care, attention to detail and above all to flavours. We began to understand why the Red Lion was a finalist in a food contest…and why it should do very well.

Before long we had wolfed down our appetising food and were ready to depart…and here was another surprise as the cost of the meals was very reasonable indeed.

This is somewhere we can heartily recommend that you should visit, where everything is as it should be and which might awaken memories of good service from quality establishments of old. If you are in the area – or if you are not but can spare the time – make the trip to the Red Lion…you will not be disappointed.        

