The Pickerings Country House Hotel, nr Garstang, Preston, Lancs.
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Quality*** Value****Staff****Facilities****Access****

Provisionally Recommended.   www.pickerings-hotel.co.uk
The Pickerings is located just outside of the world’s first Fair Trade town of Garstang, north of Preston, in about two acres of grounds. Seen from the road, the C18th building of character is a very inviting prospect, and so it proved to be – but not quite in every respect.

Parking is easy within the grounds of the hotel and on entering we were met by pleasant young staff and seated in a comfortable panelled lounge area. Clearly this was a place of some character and both thought and money had been spent on providing the right environment for guests. Engaged in friendly conversation with fellow guests (it was that sort of comfy lounge) it wasn’t long before drinks arrived and our orders were taken from a limited menu but one which promised excellent value for money….and after a short wait we were shown into a small but well set out dining room.
Our meals were promptly served and it is here that our reservations began, for whilst the helpings were generous and the produce good, the presentation seemed pedestrian and lacking in the flair one might expect in an hotel with a three star rating from the AA. The food itself was tasty and wholesome – but not much different from that which we might find in many establishments in the nearby town. 

Admittedly this was Sunday lunchtime and often the fare on this day is rather standardised to meet the requirements of convention, but looking around the dining room we felt that the predominantly elderly diners were interested in the value rather than the provender. It is significant that we left after just two courses (admittedly very full) and were not tempted to stay further.

We would need to visit the hotel on another day – or particularly in the evening- to form a full judgement, but our initial impression was of a good hotel with rather disappointing food, albeit offering good value for money. This is one of those areas where care needs to be taken as there are several very good eateries within a few miles and within Garstang itself, so the Pickerings needs to ‘up its game’ if it is to really draw in the diners. 
Let us know what you think.
