The Pack Horse Inn, Elbut Lane, Old Birtle, Bury, Lancs.
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Quality *** Value***Staff *** Facilities *** 
Recommended.                         http://www.wordforwine.co.uk/jwlees/pub_detail.asp?Code=LP0002&Passback=jobs&Job_Type=Pub
You have to be looking for this establishment in order to find it – it isn’t one of those places easily driven past day after day. The Inn is located off the Bury – Rochdale Old Road along a road leading to a riding school, excellent countryside, and some very expensive housing and apartments.

It is well worth taking the time and trouble to find, however, and a measure of the location and atmosphere of the Inn is that it has its own paddock area where one may safely leave one’s horses to graze whilst you enjoy your meal.

As may be seen from the picture the inn is traditional, though with the addition of a modern conservatory and other facilities, and it is a good mix of ancient and modern. On the day we visited it was busy – one gains the impression that it is busy most of the time – so locals appreciate it enough to make a special journey too.

The car park (non –horse this time) is large and access to the inn easy and from inside the cool rooms an air of calm is exuded.
The menu is quite extensive, with something for all tastes, and service quite rapid in all areas. The meal we ordered arrived promptly and was of good quality, though still in the pub grub category. Having said that, so were the prices, so a meal well worth the money.

After a pleasant meal there was time to look at the area nearby and note the number of equestrians using it – all very friendly and calm, as were their horses.

If you want something a little out of the ordinary but within easy reach of a major town this could be a good location to visit. Try it and see.
