The Old Cottage Restaurant, Gisburn, nr. Clitheroe
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Quality *** Value**** Staff **** Facilities**

Highly recommended   

As you drive down the busy A59 road between Clitheroe and Skipton you come to Gisburn, at a road junction whereat you decide on continuing along the main road or taking the route to Settle and the hills. Take a moment in passing to look at Gisburn itself and you will notice the Old Cottage Restaurant (although it is easier to spot if travelling towards Clitheroe rather than away from it). The restaurant is set back a little from the road and as parking in such a busy area can be a problem, it is as well to know that a small private car park exists behind the eating place. Take care in entering and leaving, however as the entry is narrow and steep in places.
The restaurant was once a couple of cottages, and gives the impression of being a little behind the times in the area of décor. What will soon strike you, however, is that this is of no importance, as the welcome here is second to none. Once inside, the homely environment soon reaches you and helps you to relax and so do the staff.
This is the sort of place the locals use and you soon see why: large helpings of good home cooked food at very reasonable prices, in a cheerful and friendly atmosphere. The range of food on offer is limited, usually by the fresh local produce available (and by the speed with which the regular customers reduce those stocks), but all of it is well prepared and presented. You certainly won’t go away hungry.
If you’re looking for a high class meal in a rarefied atmosphere this isn’t your place, but it will remind you of some of the best food you ate whilst visiting relatives that you liked, and for similar reasons.
The thing that sums it up (apart from the quality of the food) was the way I was offered the newspaper to read whilst waiting for the food to arrive, the inclusion in the locals’ small talk and the care taken to ensure I enjoyed the meal. You don’t get half of that at places which charge four times the amount and appear to be superior.

Stop long enough to try it for yourself and you’ll see what I mean.

